Chorioamnionitis--a complex pathophysiologic syndrome.
Chorioamnionitis, inflammation of the amniochorionic membrane (fetal membranes) is a very common disease but a complex syndrome associated with pregnancy. It presents a clinical impasse due to lack of knowledge of specific etiologies associated with this condition making confident clinical interventions difficult. Recent reports provide insight into genetic, epigenetic, behavioral, psychosocial, molecular and pathophysiological factors that are associated with chorioamnionitis. However, a coordinated approach in understanding causality and lack of early indicators (clinical and biomarkers) has hampered gaining knowledge about the disease status preventing proper intervention. Several reviews have provided in-depth analysis of the histologic and clinical evidence associated with chorioamnionitis. In this review, we provide a novel perspective on chorioamnionitis based on recent evidences from scientific literature on inflammation, apoptosis and genetics.